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What is a High Tunnel?

Å Resembles a conventional 
greenhouse 

Å Most often unheated, could 
have supplementary 
heating

Å Crops are grown in the soil 

Å Season extension

ïSpring earliness

ïFall extension 

Å Protects crops from 
adverse environmental 
conditions

Å Simple structure, 
inexpensive



Some Benefits of High Tunnel Crop 

Production

Extension of the spring and fall growing seasons Å

ï5-8 ↔F

Reduced temperature and moisture fluctuations during the growing seasonÅ

Reduce wind damageÅ

Reduced disease pressure Å

Ability to use biological pest control Å

Increased yieldÅ



Opportunities

ÅSeason extension 
and out of season 
growth
ïMaximum yield and 

increased quality

ïLess insect and 
disease pressure

ÅOrganic

ÅLocally grown

ÅSpecialty crops



Challenges

ÅMarketing

ÅProduction

ïUnique crop 

considerations

ïHigher production 

costs

ïDifferent production 

techniques/environme

nt

ÅCompetition
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